






In September 2008 Sherborne School introduced a new identity.  
The inspiration for this is the 1550 Governors’ Seal. During Victorian 
times, the seal enjoyed wide circulation as the School Crest and  
became known colloquially as the “Sherborne Penny”. The decision to 
return it to its historic prominence, however, owes less to the notion 
of currency than to the governors’ wish to have the School’s ancient 
heritage restated and recognised anew for the twenty-first century.





listen and reflect, we are reminded of those things that bind us 
together as members of a close, supportive community and are 
encouraged to think about how best we can use our talents in 
support of others. The School’s thriving programme of community 
service and charitable giving, as well as the quality of relationships 
between boys and staff, serve as testament to the resonance and 
reality of our spiritual ethos.    
 
We are lucky to be part of a much broader local community.  The 
School occupies an important place in the life of the friendly 
town of Sherborne.  Among our most distinguishing features are 
the very close relationships we enjoy with other local schools, 
especially Sherborne Girls, with whom we work closely on a wide 
variety of academic, cultural and social activities. Many of our 
boys have sisters at Sherborne Girls or at nearby Leweston, 
something which further strengthens the bonds between us.    
Our links with these schools lend us the unique advantage of 
being able to offer all the benefits of single-sex education alongside 
the advantages of positive, meaningful daily interaction with our 
neighbouring girls’ schools.  
 
Sherborne is a very special place in which to live and work, learn 
and grow. Much more could be said about its flourishing 
intellectual life, its rich co-curricular programme, its outstanding 
pastoral care and its sheer physical beauty.  There is, however, no 
substitute for witnessing these things at first hand and I hope you 
will come and visit us soon.  

WELCOME

Sherborne is one of Britain’s oldest and most distinguished places 
of learning.  Yet whilst proud of our heritage, we are also acutely 
conscious of our responsibility to inspire and prepare boys to 
become leaders and innovators in a rapidly changing world.  
Academic success, inquiry and fulfilment are at the centre of 
Sherborne life. We strive to ensure that every boy reaches his full 
potential and enjoys his own unique voyage of intellectual 
exploration.  Our boys also benefit from an extraordinary range 
of opportunities outside the classroom and each is encouraged to 
discover and develop his particular sporting, artistic and creative 
talents.  The years a young man spends at school are precious but 
they are also fleeting.  That is why everything we do is informed 
by our determination to make those years happy, productive and 
rewarding.  
 
The achievement of personal success is undeniably important and 
we pride ourselves on supporting every boy in achieving his 
individual goals and in preparing for life at university and beyond.  
However, we also aim to inspire in our boys a lifelong desire to 
help others and to make a positive difference. As a seven day a 
week boarding school we are unusually well placed to do this.  
Boarding teaches boys how to get along with others, how to share 
and how to develop friendships of exceptional and enduring 
strength.  The boarding house is a home from home, the boarding 
community a second family. 
 
The ethos of the School is underpinned by our vibrant spiritual 
life.  In addition to services in our beautiful chapel, we regularly 
gather amid the stunning beauty of Sherborne Abbey.  As we pray, 

Dr Dominic Luckett
Headmaster and Chief Executive
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Our single-sex status puts Sherborne boys at an academic advantage 
from the outset. Evidence shows that boys achieve better results 
in such an environment. At Sherborne, boys are not only taught 
how to obtain the highest examination results possible – vital for 
the next stage in life – but they are taught how to handle the 
process with confidence. We understand, too, that success 
and challenge in every sphere – sport, drama, music, art 

– help academic results, rather than hinder them. It is a 
measure of our rounded vision that academic life at the 
School is part of the bigger Sherborne experience. In 
order to ensure that each boy is treated individually, our 
academic timetable is designed to be flexible. This helps 
us stretch boys as far as possible. As well as GCSEs, boys 
take the more intellectually rigorous IGCSEs in English, Maths 
and Science. In the Sixth Form, there is a choice of 25 traditional 
and applied A level subjects supported by a programme of academic 
enrichment and PSHE. Together, our curriculum offers a broad 
range of subjects and shared teaching with Sherborne Girls.
 
We take pride in educating boys with a diverse range of abilities. 
This range is a valuable asset for all boys, whatever their academic 
strengths, because learning amid such diversity stands them in 
good stead for later life. We offer, for example, specialist learning 
support and also intensive tutoring for gifted and talented pupils. 

ACADEMIC STUDIES

Each boy is given the chance not only to be himself, but to make 
the best of himself.
 
The House tutorial system is in place to ensure that each boy 

receives a 360° support system throughout his time. The 
House tutors provide one-to-one academic support in which 

they check a boy’s emotional well-being while ensuring 
that he can cope with his work load. In the Sixth Form, 
we go a step further with this practical support. A boy is 
invited to choose a tutor – perhaps a teacher in his 
favourite discipline or simply one with whom he has a 

good rapport – to help and support him in weekly group 
meetings with a small number of his peers. This process 

both prepares a boy for university seminars and further 
familiarises him with cultured, lively conversation within his own 
age group.
 
The aim is to give boys the space and opportunity to live the life of 
the mind; to immerse themselves in ideas; to have the confidence 
to challenge and question received opinions; to read widely and 
diversely in areas such as literature, philosophy, science and politics. 
We believe this early encouragement and rigorous intellectual 
training makes them strong and natural candidates for the 
prestigious universities to which they will often apply.

360°
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CREATIVE PURSUITS

With our full-time music staff and nearly thirty visiting teachers, 
including members of the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, 
alongside choral scholars and an organ scholar, our Music 
Department can focus on new and emerging talent while 
continuing to provide tailor-made timetables, tuition and 
programmes for the very finest music scholar destined for a 
classical career. Our department offers one-to-one tuition and 
membership of full-scale orchestras, brass groups, swing bands, 
jazz bands, a trumpet ensemble and chamber music ensembles. 
Boys benefit from playing alongside music scholars from other 
schools. RocSoc, run by the boys and supported by expert staff, 
puts on the annual Concert in the Courts, which is a magnet for 
hordes of enthusiastic fans from a host of other schools.
 
The Abbey is a sublime setting for school music, which can be 
anything from congregational singing at Commem to our best 
vocalists singing solo in the School choir. The choir sings in 
the Abbey twice a week. The new music school is a mark of our 
commitment to music at Sherborne. 

The arts are vital at Sherborne. Be it a spectacular dramatic 
performance, a solo sung in Sherborne Abbey or a challenging 
installation of modern art in the School Courts, Sherborne 
encourages boys not only to pursue creativity, but also to appreciate 
the importance of aesthetic judgement. As part of this, we have a 
number of Artists in Residence at the School intended to give the 
boys a wider picture. The general public play a vital role, too, so 
that Sherborne boys learn that artistic endeavour is a two-way 
process with the real world.

MUSIC
A new music school opened at Sherborne on July 2nd 2010. The Music 
School houses all of Sherborne’s music making under one roof. 
However it is much more than a collection of superbly soundproofed 
rooms. It houses seventeen new practice rooms, two fully equipped 
music classrooms, four ensemble rehearsal rooms, two recording 
studios and a state of the art recording suite linked to both recording 
studios and the Tindall Recital Room. The Tindall Recital  Hall has 
seating for 120 and is the jewel in the crown at the heart of the Music 
School.
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DRAMA

It is no coincidence that Sherborne has produced some of Britain’s 
most accomplished names of film and theatre: Jeremy Irons, Hugh 
Bonneville, John Le Mesurier, Richard Eyre and rising stars such 
as Charlie Cox. All aspects of performance and theatre production  
are taken very seriously at the School, both as a source of creative 
expression and as a future career, should a pupil wish it. There are 
two theatres, the Big School Room and the Powell Theatre, 
housing two School productions a year, four House productions, a 
biennial musical spectacular and others too. Boys are encouraged 
not only to act, but to write and direct their own material to be 
performed to the School and beyond.
 
Successful shows can be taken to the Edinburgh Festival and the 
School has developed strong links with Dorset Opera, the National 
Youth Music Theatre and the National Youth Theatre. As the 
Drama Department goes from strength to strength, we look 
forward to living up to our legacy.



ART

Art at Sherborne reinforces our commitment to provide boys with 
a rounded education relevant to the real world. A major part of 
our hugely successful Art Department is forging links with the 
wider community. The School’s own Oliver Holt Gallery exhibits 
national and international artists and the Department itself invites 
professional artists to work in the School. Our School projects 
and exhibitions are often linked into creative programmes in the 
surrounding areas so that the artistic boy at Sherborne not only 
feels, on a personal level, excited by his own self-expression, but 
also part of an artistic movement providing even greater and wider 
points of contact. 

The Art School provides a progressive learning environment to 
encourage individual responses to artists, ideas and practices.  
It is a place where art is seen, made and discussed. Art staff 
provide an extensive range of expertise with particular emphasis 
on print, photography, film, research, material experimentation 
and three dimensional media. The Art School is housed in the 
Carrington Building which was extensively refurbished for the 
millennium. It houses a large intaglio workshop, an atelier for 
sculpture and construction, a darkroom, two large studios and 
a dedicated mac suite.







SPORTING LIFE

Sport is often a major part of a boy’s personal development at 
Sherborne. Time is reserved for sport because we believe every boy 
has potential. As a result, our sportsmen are encouraged to develop 
as they go up through the School. We can – and do – find true 
excellence from within. We want our finest sportsmen to aim high, 
to think of themselves as stars in the making. Many of our boys try 
out for national teams, and in so doing, set an example intended 
to inspire boys throughout the whole School.
 
Sport, like other components of school life at Sherborne, adds to 
the bigger picture of a healthy, happy boy. Whatever his ability, we 
offer the core games of rugby, soccer, hockey and cricket, as well as 
polo, canoeing, fencing, golf, sailing, shooting, windsurfing and 
many more. Such diversity provides yet another dimension of 
school life in which a boy can express himself appropriately.
 
With 50 acres of playing fields accommodating 17 matches at any 
one time, every boy can take part knowing that, with suitable 
coaching together with personal application and self-discipline, 
continued effort should see his abilities develop. 







PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

Sherborne’s pastoral life is successful for two reasons: our location 
in the centre of town and our close links with the girls’ schools of 
Sherborne Girls and Leweston. Both of these contribute to the 
broader education that Sherborne can offer.
 
The School’s close relationship with the girls’ schools allows not 
only for a regular timetable of shared events at every age, but also 
the possibility for more structured socialising through music and 
drama productions and, in the Sixth Form, some shared teaching. 
As a result, boys at Sherborne develop a healthy, well-rounded 
attitude and are naturally at ease with girls.
 
Our situation in the middle of town helps us make life as varied as 
possible. Sherborne boys do not exist in a school bubble. At every 

opportunity – concerts, plays, art exhibitions – we open the School 
gates to the general public because we believe that such real-life 
interaction supports our commitment to preparing our boys for the 
real world. A boy’s life outside his studies is of great importance.
 
Sherborne Abbey and the School Chapel have a central presence, 
offering an opportunity for quiet reflection for those who require 
it. The non-compulsory Friday night Eucharist in the Chapel is 
always well attended, and is organised by the boys themselves. 
Addresses are given by the boys to the boys, fostering an 
atmosphere of trust, camaraderie and friendship. It is one of the 
many ways in which boys are given the opportunity to present 
themselves to the world with courage and confidence in 
preparation for later life. 







CHOOSE BOARDING

Boarding at Sherborne encapsulates the essence of our rounded 
approach. Boys are given the space to be individuals, to explore 
interests and to fly with new ideas, while simultaneously learning 
to live in a close community that requires them to respect difference 
in others. Arrogance has no place at Sherborne.
 
To get the best boarding experience, we believe that full 24/7 
boarding should mean just that. There are eight boarding houses 
in all and each is as full at weekends as during the school week. 
Each has a unique personality, but all are defined by the excellent 
pastoral care provided by the Housemasters, the tutors and matrons. 
At Sherborne, our housemasters understand the importance of 
easy lines of communication between House and parent.
 
Evening and weekend activities, both within and outside the House, 
give boys a different and vital form of stimulus, allowing them to 
unwind and to grow in a safe and trusting atmosphere. True 
friendships and support systems are forged that often remain strong 
for the rest of their lives.
 
Finally, a boy’s House is a source of unity. One only has to see boys 
of all ages come together as a House to perform in sport, music, or 
drama, to see how strong the House spirit can be.
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PRACTICAL SUPPORT

We want boys to leave Sherborne feeling happy and balanced and 
then to remain so. In order to succeed in today’s competitive 
society, we believe that the decisions they make about their future 
must be both well-researched and heart-felt. This preparation is 
part of their education, not an adjunct to it.
 
Sherborne has an outstanding, well-resourced and fully integrated 
Careers Department, which is geared towards a continuing process 
of getting to know the pupils. The process begins as soon as they 
enter the School. This means that when advice about careers and 
further education is eventually given, it is against a solid background 
knowledge of each boy’s personality and emerging academic 
strengths. Our fully-staffed careers team liaises closely with 

pastoral and academic staff. It offers an encyclopaedic range of 
information on careers and every higher education course has 
been researched in advance to determine suitability.

Allied to this is the work of the Old Shirburnian Society, which 
provides a strong network of Old Shirburnians in almost every 
profession. This can give current pupils invaluable contacts to help 
them break into the career of their choice, and can offer support 
long after they have left the School. Help can be anything from  
up-to-date professional advice and mentoring through to work 
placements and job offers. The service is available to all Old Boys, 
whatever their stage in life, demonstrating our commitment to our 
pupils beyond the age of 18.





ALUMNI

Hugh Bonneville (1977-1981)
Actor
Tom Bradby (1980-1985)
A Senior TV Correspondent and author
Sir Alan Campbell (1932-1937)
Diplomat
Rt Hon Sir Christopher Chataway (1944-1949)
Former MP. Chairman BT 1979. Ex world 
record holder athletics
Sir Timothy Clifford (1959-1964) 
Former Director of the National Gallery of Scotland
Charles Collingwood (1957-1960) 
Actor and radio personality
Jonathan Conlin (1989-1994)
Author
Major General Patrick Cordingley (1958-1963)
Desert Rats, military commentator
Charlie Cox (1996-2001)
Actor
David Cornwell (John Le Carré) (1945-1948)
Author
George Courtauld (1977-1982)
Author and illustrator
Sir Brian Crowe (1951-1956)
Diplomat, political commentator and author
Ron Cunningham (1929-1933) (The Great Omani) 
Escapologist
Cecil Day-Lewis (1917-1923) 
Professor of Poetry, Oxford University. 
Poet Laureate 1968-1972
Nigel Dempster (1955-1958)
Journalist, author, broadcaster
Sir Richard Eyre (1956-1961)
Director of theatre, film, TV and opera
Balthazar Fabricius (1992-1997)
Bookmaker extraordinaire

Prosser Gifford (1946-1947)
Rhodes Scholar, Director of Scholarly 
programmes at Library of Congress, author
Nick Greenstock (1987-1992)
England Rugby International
Aidan Hartley (1978-1983)
TV journalist and author
Sir Michael Hopkins (1949-1952)
Architect
Jeremy Irons (1962-1966)
Actor and Oscar winner
Ian Jamison (1981-1986)
Award winning school teacher
Stanley Johnson (1954-1958)
Journalist, author and father of Boris
Anthony Lane (1976-1980)
Film critic and author
Michael McCrum (1937-1942)
Former Headmaster of Eton and  
Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge University 
John Le Mesurier (1926-1930)
Actor
Jason Lewis (1981-1985)
Adventurer
Dr Colin Lucas (1954-1959)
Vice-Chancellor of Oxford University
Rupert Maas (1974-1978)
Antique specialist and TV pundit
Chris Martin (1990-1995)
Co-founder of the group Coldplay
Simon McCoy (1975-1979)
TV news journalist
Shaun Noble (1966-1970)
Trade unionist
Peter Oborne (1970-1974)
Political columnist
Lance Percival (1947-1951)
Actor and entertainer

Jon Pertwee (1933-1934)  
Actor
Sir Alastair Pilkington (1933-1938)
Inventor of the ‘float glass’ process. 
Former Director of the Bank of England
John Cowper Powys (1886-1891)
Poet and Author
James Purefoy (1977-1980)
Actor
Rev Donald Reeves (1947-1952)
Founder of the ‘Soul of Europe’ project
David, Baron Sheppard of Liverpool (1942-1947)
Former Bishop of Liverpool and England Test 
cricketer and captain
Michael Slade (1960-1965)
Businessman and record breaking yachtsman
Sir David Spedding (1956-1961)
Former Head of Secret Intelligence Service
Tim Spicer (1966-1969)
Consultant to the international defence industry
Hyla Stallard (1914-1919)
Olympic athlete and pioneering eye surgeon
Lord Thomas of Swynnerton (1945-1950) 
Historian and author
Major General Julian Thompson (1948-1952)
Commanded 3 Commando Brigade Falklands 1982 
and Military Historian
Bill Tucker (1919-1922)
England rugby international and orthopaedic surgeon
Alan Turing (1926-1931)
Enigma Code Breaker and pioneer of digital computers
Sir John Weston (1951-1956)
Former British Ambassador to NATO and to the 
United Nations
Alfred North Whitehead (1875-1880)
English mathematician and philosopher. 
Professor of philosophy at Harvard
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